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DISCOURSE BY ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE. 


THE following discourse was delivered by Elder George Teasdale at the 
General Conference of the Church, in the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, 
April 5, 1895. | 

I have listened with a great deal of pleasure, and I hope profit, to the 
excellent instructions that have been delivered from this stand, and I 
cannot help but think what an excellent people we should be if we would 
carry out the counsels of the Almighty. I frequently say that we should 
learn to be kind to ourselves, and if anybody is going to be benefited by 
keeping the commandments of God it is the individual that keeps them. 
There is one principle patent before us all the time, and that is that 
individually we have a character and a reputation. The reputation is 
what we seem to be, as others sit in judgment upon us; but the character 
is known to the angel of our presence and to the invisible intelligences by 
which we are surrounded. When we pass away we take our character 
with us. We do not take the gold and silver and the perishable things of 
this world; but we take our own dear selves. So I do not know that we 
need be so troubled about anybody else. I sawa scurrilous piece that was 
written in one of the papers, and that was furnished us in Mexico by the 
Salt Lake Herald, attacking one of the authorities of the Church. It 
made me think of the saying in Hamlet: “Be thou chaste as ice, as pure 
as snow, thou shalt not escape calumny.” Did you ever know a servant 
of God that ever did? What did they say of our grand Master, the Lord 
Jesus Christ? What kind of a reputation did He have? How was it with 
the Prophet Joseph Smith? Everybody that knew the: man loved him. 
He was one of those men that improved upon acquaintance; the more you 
knew him the better you loved him. So it was with the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. Well, was that their reputation? No; but it was their glorious 
character. 

What is the use of us thinking we can deceive the Almighty? We talk 
about tithes and offerings. What does the Lord want with tithes and 
offerings? Do we pay to Him or do we pay to the Bishop? If I under- 
stand tithes and offerings, they are an offering unto the Lord. Jacob of 
old made a covenant with the Lord, and said: “Of all that thou shalt give 
me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.” How do we pay our tithing— 
to the Bishop? I do not pay my tithing tothe Bishop. I pay it to the 
Lord. He knows whether I pay it. He knows whether my heart is right 
with Him or whether it is not. He knows whether I am deceiving Him. 
He has only asked for one little gift from any of us. What can we give 
to Him when we are dependent upon Him for everything that we have— 
for food, for raiment, for habitation, for all the means that comes into our 
hands? We may be so ignorant that we do not acknowledge this; never- 
theless itis true. Yet there is something that we have which He prizes. 
What is it? “Myson, give me thine heart.” “My daughter, give me thine 
heart.” What do I understand by this? I understand my affection; that 
I acknowledge His hand in all things, and that I have nothing that is 
dearer to me than my affection for Him. We love our wives and children. 
But the call comes to goon a mission. We take our lives in our hands, 
and we preach the Gospel to a people that do not seem to care much about 
it, and we ask them to come and enjoy the happiness that we have in the 
Church of God. Why do we doit? Because we have a greater affection 
for God than we have for wives and children, houses and lands, or any- 
thing else. I hope my affection will always be centered on the Almighty. 
I want to be redeemed back into His presence; and if I fail, there is an 
end to my happiness. When I go into my secret chamber and appeal to 
my Heavenly Father for something that I need, I go there simply because 
I want it. When gathered around the family altar, we tender our praises 
and thanksgivings to God for His protecting care; it is because we feel 
it. We want the fellowship of the Holy Ghost; there is no one else who 
can give it, and so we naturally ask Him. If we are in any trouble we 
naturally go to our unseen Friend, the Father of our spirits, and we plead 
with Him, in the name of Jesus Christ, for just such things as we need. 
Do we not in this way manifest by our works that we have confidence in 
Him? Do we not manifest that we believe that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him? You see men and women 
that never do this. It is simply that they are too ignorant. They do not 
know the source from whence they are fed and clothed. They think it is 
their own smartness. They are so self-sufficient and so independent that 
they think it is all nonsense to ask the Lord for anything. Well, I know 
different. How do I know it? In my experience I know that the Lord 
God has been my friend; I know that He has guided and directed me. I 
never think of going on a journey, I never think of taking any step, with- 
out Jooking unto Him for counsel and advice. Otherwise what would we 
do, scattered as we are in the nations of the earth, and men and women 
coming unto us for advice? Do they come to us because of our superior 
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ability or because of our scholastic attainments? No, they do not. Why 
do they come? Because we represent the Lord Jesus Christ, and they 
have faith in Him and in His Church, and they come to seek counsel at 
the fountain head. They have perhaps been impressed themselves and 
they want to know if that impression is right, and when they receive 
something that comes exactly as they understand it, it is a source of 
satisfaction to them. The Sunday School girl who is sick in bed sends 
for her teacher, because she knows he is a good man. She wants to be 
anointed with oil and have the prayer of faith, and she knows her teacher 
has faith, because he has taught her. Can not you see from this that 
that child has faith, that she has some confidence in God and in the 
ordinances of His house? It is manifested by her works. When people 
are sick and the first thing they do is to send for a doctor, they manifest 
by their works that they have no faith in the anointing of oil and the 
prayer of faith, but they have faith in something else. It is a simple 
proposition to me that men and women are going to be rewarded 
according to their works. We manifest our faith by our works. The 
Lord has given His Saints the cue: “Whosoever among you are sick, 
and have not faith to be healed, but believe, shall be nourished with 
all tenderness, with herbs and mild food, and that not by the hand of 
an enemy. And the Elders of the Church, two or more, shall be called, 
and shall pray for and lay their hands upon them in my name; and if 
they die they shal] die unto me, and if they live they shall live unto me.” 

We talk about the progression of the Church in scholastic attainments, 
I would not give a fig for all your scholastic attainments if you have no 
faith. What better are you than the Gentile nations? They have the 
highest education that is possible to give, but they have little faith. They 
do not believe in God; they do not believe in the ordinances of His house; 
they are infidel to those precious principles that exalt men. Show me 
men and women who are advancing in faith and in righteousness, in 
meekness and in virtue, and I will show you a people that love the Lord 
God of Israel. Show me a people that are advancing in the iniquities 
of the world, and I will show you a people who despise the Almighty and 
are more in favor of the establishment of the kingdom of the adversary. 
We show it by our works. It does not matter much what our reputation 
is, we manifest what we really are by our works. We prove that we love 
the Lord God when silently we meditate upon the principles of righteous- 
ness and practice them. Malachi, in his last chapter, calls upon the people 
to remember the instructions that God gave to Moses on Mount Horeb. 
Have those laws ever been repealed? I think not. Do you not think it 
would be worth our while to study up these things and see what Malachi 
meant? to see whether we are living as we should live and whether we are 
in harmony with the revealed will of God? If we are kind to ourselves, 
we will do so. 

I am interested in my own salvation. I am interested in striving for 
part in the first resurrection, and to have an invitation to the marriage 
supper of the Lamb. Can I attain to this by following after the fashions 
and the follies of modern Babylon and putting myself in harmony with 
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their unfortunate condition? I think not, and God forbid that anyone 
should ever do so that loves the Lord Jesus Christ. I want to bear testi- 
mony here that there is no one that loves the Lord Jesus Christ that wants 
the iniquities of Babylon. 
We talk sometimes about the First Presidency and Twelve Apostles. 
Did it ever occur to us that the Presidency and the Twelve are just as 
anxious to obtain their salvation as anyone else? Did it ever occur to us 
that they are as anxious to be in harmony with the revealed will of God 
as any Other men or women in the kingdom of God, or any quorum of the 
Priesthood? Is it not to be supposed that they are just as much inter- 
ested to keep themselves clean and unspotted from the blood and sins of 
this generation, and to manifest the power and love of God in their works 
by striving to do His will and keep His commandments? It is a cruel 
thing to stab a man in the dark. I pity anybody that would doit. God 
help the poor creature who writes something that he is ashamed to put his 
name to. “Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbor.” If we 
love God, we will not doit. Such inspiration is from beneath. We want 
the inspiration from above. That is the reason we pray. We can only 
obtain it through prayer. You have your schools of theology. What can 
you do with them? All that you can do is to teach your scholars how to 
obtain the fellowship of the Holy Ghost and the revelations of Almighty 
God. And how can you obtain that? By being humble and child-like, 
and forsaking the world and all its abominations, and living a pure life. 
I do not care whether it is a child or an aged man, we are dependent upon 
the revelation of Almighty God; and we can only obtain this by line upon 
line, precept upon precept, grace for grace. So far as we manifest our love 
for God and the principles of righteousness, so will we grow in grace and 
in the knowledge of the truth. 

My testimony is that God lives, that Jesus is the Christ, and that He has 
raised up in these days the Prophet Joseph Smith; that He has organized 
His Church upon the earth, and that we have living Apostles and Pro- 
phets. Anciently He set in the church, first, Apostles, then Prophets, and 
Evangelists, Pastors, and Teachers. He has done the same to-day. The 
world need not fear us. We are not going to exercise any unrighteous 
dominion. The inhabitants of this country need not be afraid of us, even 
if we had political power. We can afford to beftnerous; we can afford to 
honor them in their rights, if they cannot see just as we see. They have 
certain rights as citizens, and we are bound to recognize them. Even if 
we were the head and front and had all the power, their rights would have 
to be respected. I say, therefore, they need not be afraid of us. I do not 
know much about what you are doing here only from the newspapers, as 
I live a long way oft; but I know this: that the only way for us is to serve 
God and keep His commandments. Hear it, O Israel! And if you think 
that your political affairs are more to you than your Priesthood and your 
Priesthood meetings, I am sorry for you. The Lord knows our hearts. 
He knows whether I love Him. So far as politics is concerned, if I were 
here I think I would have sense enough to know how to vote in order that we 
may haveaproper government. All we ask for is for honest men, who will 
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properly represent us, and not pluage us head over heels into debt like we 
are to-day. Whenever a man is in debt heis in bondage. We are com- 
manded in the Scriptures to owe nu man anything, and if a man has the 
Spirit of the Lord he will try to keep out of debt. He may be forced into 
it sometimes, but as a general thing he will try to keep out of debt. My 
feeling is: Father in Heaven, bless all Israel. Bless the men and women 
that love thee and are striving to keep thy commandments. Bless the 
men that thou has placed to be thy representatives over Stakes, over 
missions, over conferences. May thy power and blessings attend them, 
and the convincing power of thy Spirit rest upon thy ministering servants, 
that they may preach thy Gospel in the power and demonstration of thy 
Spirit and win souls to thee that shall be eternally saved, in the name of 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE. 


THE Manchester Conference convened at the Co-operative Hall, Broughton 
Road, Pendleton, August 4, 1895. The Elders present were: A. L. Booth 
and John H. Burrows of the Liverpool Office; James Duckworth, Presi- 
dent of, and J. W. Saville, Traveling Elder in, the Liverpool Conference; 
W. G. Westwood, Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference; Jobe 
Hill, Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference; George C. Rigby, 
President of, and I. Langton, J. W. MacDuff, A. Arrowsmith, W. A. Taylor, 
W. J. Lee, J. Nelson, W. Salt, and T. Greenhalgh, Traveling Elders in, the 
Manchester Conference. Mrs. John H. Burrows of Salt Lake City, and 
Mrs. Joseph Dean and son of Almy, Wyoming, were also in attendance. 
Meetings commenced at 10:30 a.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


The branches and districts were well represented by the Saints, some 


strangers being present at each meeting. 

The Elders who were privileged to sp2ak bore powerful testimonies to 
the truth of the doctrines taught by Joseph Smith, and to the divinity of 
his mission. The fundamental principles were expounded and the Gospel 
truths set forth in a simple, plain, and convincing manner. 

The statistical report of the Conference and the report of the labors of 
the Elders during the six months ending July 31, 1895, were read as 
follows: Seventies 9; Elders 19; Priests 11; Teachers 3; Deacons 2; 
members 177; total officers and members 221. Tracts distributed 27,154; 
books loaned 201; houses visited 7,670; Gospel conversations 1,164; open- 
air meetings 7; in-door meetings 328; Sunday Schools 43. Baptisms 13; 
confirmations 13; ordinations 3; children blessed 6 ; emigrated over eight 

years of age 3; excommunicated 2; died 2. 
_- The Saints were well provided with the bounties of life and all present 
enjoyed both spiritual and temporal feasts. 


J. W. MacDurr, Clerk of Conference. 
HOW I WAS LED. 


AsouT the year 1844 my father moved to the western part of Missouri, 
about eighty miles south of Independence, Jackson County, and about 
thirty miles from the State line where it joined the Indian country, which 
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was then almost unknown to the white man. The Indians often came to 
where we lived to trade. They had buffalo-robes, deer skins, some furs, 
beads, baskets, etc. We had calico, tobacco, etc., which they very much 
desired. We had dealings with the Cherokees, Creeks, Shawnees, Osages 
Sacs, Fox, Pottawotamies, and Choctaws. We were taught to believe that 
the [Indians were of a murderous nature, and we always lived in dread of 
them; but I can say for the red men, that when they were numerous and 
we were but few they did not harm us. We lost nothing by them. Sowe 
of them were as fine specimens of human beings as I ever saw. 

A short distance from our home we could kill a deer or wild turkey for 
a meal, almost any day in the year. There were plenty of fish in the 
streams, so we had no occasion to invade the red man’s country. 

Not far from: where we lived was a high piece of ground or a knoll, and 
to the westward wasa vast prairie. When the sun went down it looked as 
if it sank into the earth. I spent many pleasant evenings on this, to me, 
almost sacred spot watching the declining sun’s rays of light, as it dis- 
appeared in the far-off west, and in my youthful mind often wondered 
what sort of country was beyond the horizon. I felt attracted tothe west 
without knowing the reason for it. The knoll was my pleasure ground, 
especially on pleasant evenings. 

On the first day of May, 1860, I bade adieu to my old home. My 
dear mother was afflicted with fever, but I had to kiss her flushed 
cheek and leave, as circumstances seemed to require my departure. The 
ox train with which I was to travel was already on the move, so I took a 
fond parting look at my kindred and home, then turned my face towards 
the setting sun and tried to feel no regrets at what I had decided to do. 

Readers are more or less familiar with accounts of the trip across the 
plains. When we arrived at Green River, the roads forked, one leading to 
Salt Lake City, and one was called the Sublet route. I was one that 
wanted to go by the way of Salt Lake City, but the look the wagon boss 
gave us was evidence that he did not favor it. His name was Randolph, 
and both he and his assistant, whose name was Hamilton, did not favor the 
Salt Lake road. I offen wondered what the cause of their opposition was. 
We took the Sublet route, and between Raft River and Goose Creek we 
came across a Mormon vegetable peddler. I took a good look at him. He 
was a pleasant-looking man, and I often wondered if he wasn’t an excep- 
tion to the general class. A people who had as bad a name as the Mor- 
mons, I thought, could not furnish many such specimens, or they were 
certainly misrepresented. | 

In 1871, after making but little success in farming, lumbering, mining, 
etc., the desire came to my heart to go to Salt Lake City. The thought 
was pleasant to me. I told an intimate friend that I had a notion to go 
to Salt Lake. He looked at me in surprise and said, “What on earth do 
nee want to go there for? Aren’t you afraid the Mormons will kill 
you 

I said, “NoI am not; I always try to mind my own business, and I 
don’t think anybody will pounce on me just because I don’t worship as 
he does.” I was able to arrange my affairs easily and quickly, and with 
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but few delays I arrived in Salt Lake on the 29th of June, 1871. 

The next Sunday I went to the Tabernacle, and heard Apostle Orson 
Pratt speak, and thought it a nice sermon. The next spring I went East, 
and the winter following to Pioche, Nevada. I made many efforts to get 
away from here, and to stay away, but there was some attraction I could 
not account for. 

In the spring of ’74, [ was baptized by Elder Orson Pratt, after a very 
pleasant interview with him, at which time I asked him many questions 
concerning the principles of the Gospel, which he answered to my entire 
satisfaction. I can now look back with great joy, and see how merciful 
the Lord has been to me during my life. My guardian angel has watched 
over me in all my wandering. Now I can see how wonderfully the Lord 
cared for me. Sometimes when I have seen death pass by as it were 
marvelously close, I have exclaimed, “My Lord, who am I that my life is 
thus spared”? 

I am the oldest of my father’s family, and I haven’t a relative in the 
Church, excepting my own family; I have the record of my father’s house 
for about 240 years back, and have done some work for them in the 
Temple. I hope to be able to do the work that still remains unfinished, 
and when the Lord is satisfied, and my labors are done, then I will be 
content to go and meet’my kindred behind the veil, feeling I have not 
lived in vain.—J. R. W. in Juvenile Instructor. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


A hand purse has been invented which may be carried without danger of being snatched. 
The device consists of two small straps attached to the purse, one of which is fastened 
around the wrist and the other terminating in a ring to be worn on the middle finger. 
The purse, which may be of any desired size, thus rests safely in the palm and is always 
convenient for use. 

One of the oldest and most remarkable trees in Great Britian is to be found (says the 
Gardeners’ Magazine) in a chestnut at Torworth, the residence of the Earl of Ducie, near 
Bristol. The tree is, in all probability, 1,000 years of age at the least. The trunk mea- 
sures 50 feet in circumference, although it is only 10 feet in height up to the point where 
it branches off into three large trunks, one of which measures nearly 30 feet in girth. 
The second remarkable tree is to be seen nearer London, being a thorn in Clissold Park, 
Stoke Newington. This is also of great age, and it has long been railed in for safety. 
When in bloom it presents a magnificent sight, and is accounted one of the oldest, largest, 
and handsomest thorns in the United Kingdom. 

There are many who on passing a butcher’s shambles have shuddered at the barbaric 
pole-axe, and it is therefore gratifying to learn that an instrument has been invented 
which is both more humane and less revolting than the present system. This is Greener’s 
Humane Cattle Killer, which is a short rifled barrel, chambered to receive a small 
cartridge with a steel-pointed bullet. It is terminated by a bell-shaped chamber which 
serve to deaden the sound, protect the operator from the flash of the explosion, and to 
direct the bullet through the brain into the spinal cord, thus avoiding the necessity . of 
pitbing. The animal is killed instantly, and can be bled without danger. This method 
in no way affects the flavor of the meat, and is largely in use on the Continent, and be- 
coming popular with English butchers. A trial before ,members of the Society for Pro- 
moting Kindness to Animals‘elicited their kind approval. }, 
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THURSDAY, AUGUST 15, 1895. 


ARE THEY SAVED?! 


Ir is quite a common thing to find people who inake the claims concerning 
themselves, that they are saved, and that they cannot possibly commit sin. 
Both statements sound peculiar to one who has studied the Scriptures with 
a view to ascertaining what really is the word of God on the subject. It 
cannot be that, when these people say they are saved, they mean that they 
have attained to all they ever hope for, because the idea of being saved 
carries with it that of the blissful state of the blessed in the place “which 
God hath prepared for them that love him.” They must therefore not 
refer to something that they expect after death overtakes them. 

If by being savedis meant the obtaining of a forgiveness for past sin, the 
Latter-day Saints can say also that they are saved, for they claim through 
the atoning blood of Christ and their obedience to the ordinances of the 
Gospel to have had their sins remitted; but they say their salvation in 
the kingdom of God depends also upon the course that they pursue after 
receiving this grace from Him. ‘That this is a scriptural doctrine is clearly 
shown by numerous passages, a few of which are given. 

The Apostle Paul is very often quoted as proof that the Saints anciently 
were saved before they had completed their life’s work; He says: “For the 
preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness: but unto us 
which are saved it is the power of God.” 1 Cor.i: 18. Had he written 
no more than this it might be claimed that he meant the believers in 
Christ to whom he was writing had done all that they possibly could, and 
that their salvation would come regardless of their actions during their 
future lives. Butin the beginning of the fifteenth chapter of the same 
epistle he gives them to understand that they must continue in what they 
have commenced: “Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel 
which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, and wherein ye 
stand; by which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached 
unto you, unless ye have believed in vain.” Now it cannot be argued that 
the Corinthian Saints were any less sure of salvation when Paul had nearly 
completed this epistle than they were when he had just commenced it, 
and therefore it must be concluded that there was a possibility for them 
to forfeit all they had gained. It must be remembered, too, that these 
people were among those who belonged to the Church of Christ, and hence 

had already exercised faith and repentance, and had submitted to the 
ordinances necessary to admit them into that Church. 


The following passages are pertinent to this idea of the necessity of a 
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constant effort to do the works of righteousness, if men would inherit 
eternal life: “But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be 
saved.” Matt. xxiv: 13. In answer to the question of the young man 
as to what he should do to be saved Christ said: “But if thou wilt enter 
into life, keep the commandments.” Matt. xix: 17. “Let us goon to per- 
fection ; not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works 
and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of 
hands, and of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.” Heb. 
vi: 1,2. “But Christ as a son over His own house; whose house are we, 
if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the 
end.” Heb. iii: 6. “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, 
that grace may abound? God forbid.” Rom. vi: 1. “And besides this, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
and to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to 
patience godliness; and to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make 
you that ye shal! neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot 
see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins.” 2 
Peter i: 5-9. 

It will be seen from these that it was essential for the followers of Christ 
in early days to go on in faithfulness to the end of their lives, or they 
could not hope for the gift of salvation; it is the same to-day. 

Concerning the further statement made by those who claim to be saved 
that they cannot sin, it is only necessary to turn again to the word of God 
to show how mistaken they are. They try to throwall the blame on Satan 
for their misdeeds, and seem to think they have no agency whatever in 
the matter. The same excuse might just as consistently have been offered 
by the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, or the antediluvians, when 
they were warned to repent, but God would not have looked upon it as 
sufficient. He demanded that they refrain from sinning, and punished 
them personally for disobedience; so it will be with any one now who 
thinks he can escape by hiding behind Satan. It is he himself who sins, 
and there is a liability for him to fall, no matter how strongly he may urge 
the claim that he believes in Christ, and is saved. “Whosoever com- 
mitteth sin is the servant of sin.” St. John viii: 34. “If we say we have 
fellowship with him and walk in darkness we lie, and do not the truth: 
but if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one 
with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all 
sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us.” 1 John i: 6-8. If it were impossible for men once having been 
converted to fall, why does Paul refer to the great punishment that awaits 
such? Heb. vi. 

Since Jesus, Peter, Paul, John, and others all tell us that we must try 
to the end of our lives to keep the commandments of God if we would be 
saved, it may be safely concluded that there is not such a thing as instan- 
taneous salvation; and hence those who say they are saved, and cannot 


sin are not walking in the light. While it is true that even the best of 
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men can obtain salvation only through the infinite grace of God, it is just 
as certain that to become partakers of His grace obedience to His com- 
inandments is required of all, and this obedience must be continued 
through life, for Jesus says: “No man, having put his hand to the plough, 
and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God;” “but he that endureth 
to the end shall be saved.” He thus makes endurance to the end a condi- 
tion of salvation. Those who entertain hopes of obtaining this boon in a 
different way will find themselves grievously self-deceived. B. 


IN THE NETHERLANDS MISSION. 
BERNE, SWITZERLAND, 
Aug. 8th, 1895. 

A few items concerning the Netherlands Mission may not be uninter- 
esting to the readers of the STar. 

After a pleasant trip across the North Sea I arrived in Rotterdam, 
Saturday, July 27th. At the Mission-house I found President A. W. Judd 
and Elder De Bry. They were both well and enjoying their labors. The 
day was spent in conversing about the different parts of the Mission and 
the present prospects of forwarding the good work. 


In the evening Elder Pieper, who labors in Belgium, arrived. This young 
man speaks four languages fluently, this enables him to labor in all parts 
of Belgium, as several languages are spoken there. He gave an interesting 
account of a visit which he had lately made to Charleroi, a Belgian city. 
Sometime ago a gentleman living there, while on a visit to London, England, 
met one of our Elders who gave him the little pamphlet written by Elder 
James H. Anderson, “The Latter-day Saints.” He took it with him home 
and out of curiosity sat down and read it through. What he read gave a 
- new direction to his thoughts. Though belonging to a family well known 
in the history of France, and living in a Catholic country, he is a zealous 
Protestant. The little book made a deep impression on him. A stream of 
light on the principles of the Gospel flooded his mind. He became anxious 
to see a Mormon Elder, but could not learn the address of one. He there- 
‘fore directed a letter to President Woodruff, asking for more information 
and expressing a desire to see some of the Elders. The letter was sent to 
the Liverpool office and then forwarded to President Judd, with the 
suggestion that Elder Pieper pay a visit to the writer. When Brother 
Pieper arrived at Charleroi he was met by the gentlemen who was very 
anxious to be informed concerning the faith of the Latter-day Saints, and 
he listened eagerly to Brother Pieper’s explanations of the Gospel. He 
introduced Elder Pieper to his acquaintances as his friend, a Mormon 
missionary, and also informed them that he himself was investigating the 
doctrines of the Latter-day Saints ; among others he introduced him to the 
Pastor of the Protestant Church there. When the latter heard the name 
“Mormon” it almost froze the benignant smile upon his face, and he immed- 
iately excused himself, saying he had not time to enter into conversation 
with them. Before Elder Pieper left Charleroi the gentleman whom he 
was visiting requested to be baptized. Brother Pieper advised him to take 
more time and to study our works thoroughly, at the same time telling him 
hat the price of receiving the Gospel would be the same now as in the 
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days of the Savior ; it might cost him the loss of his friends and even draw 
upon him much persecution. Elder Pieper saw that he had a large circle 
of acquaintances who esteem him highly. He has since then received a 
letter from him requesting Elder Pieper to meet him at Brussels for the 
purpose of baptizing him. He states that he has received a testimony of 
the truth of this work. I enjoyed reading his letter. Every line seemed 
to breathe the thankfulness he felt to God for having shown him the 
saving light of the Gospel. I have dwelt somewhat lengthily on this, for 
the purpose of encouraging our Elders in their work of distributing tracts. 
They see only small results from this labor; but they do not know what 
the tracts may do which they leave among the people. The Elder in 
London who handed the gentleman referred to this tract is not able to 
single out the particular act from so many similar ones, and yet on that 
occasion he became the instrument in the hand of God to bring a soul to 
the knowledge of the truth. While the Elder may not know what his 
work has done, or is doing, a strict record ‘s kept, and the faithful worker 
will not lose his reward. 


On Sunday, July 28, I met with the Saints at Rotterdam. Ido not re- 
member having attended a forenoon meeting during the last two years 
where a larger number has been present. It was pleasant to meet so 
many Saints and friends. Many of the faces were familiar to me from my 
former visits. The services were conducted in Dutch. President Judd 
transjated my remarks and did this well. The brethren laboring in this 
mission have translated a number of our hymns, and a hymn-book is in 
the hands of the printer. This will meet a long-felt want. 

It was pleasant to hear the Saints sing “The Spirit of God” etc., and 
“We thank thee, O God, for a prophet” in their native tongue. There 
was quite a difference between these soul-inspiring hymns and the psalms 
with drawling tunes which they were wont to sing. The branch has a 
nice organ in the meeting hall, which is played by a blind organist. 

In the afternoon the Sunday School met and a large number of bright 
happy children attended it, who listened attentively to the teachings of 
their instructors. I noticed the theological class was attended by some 
twenty or thirty grown people, who were absorbed in their lesson, a 
chapter in the Book of Mormon. In the evening the hall was crowded 
with an attentive audience. 

A peculiar feature of a Holland landscape is its many canals and water- 
ways. River-boats heavily laden are seen sailing in every direction. 
Sometimes they are in tow of a tug-boat, and sometimes the wind or the 
old-fashioned oar furnishes the motive power. The owner and his whole 
family live on board these ships. We have several families belonging to 
the Church living in these floating houses, and sometimes our Elders take 
a sail with them. One of our new members had the misfortune lately to 
lose his ship; while he had gone ashore the man in charge swamped it, 
and as it was not insured it wasa great loss to the owner ; all his property 
lies at the bottom of the Rhine. He attended our meetings and enjoyed 
them thoroughly. He had to start life anew, but felt that he could do so 
with much more courage than before, now that he had found the “pearl 
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of t price.” 

aod day in company with President A. W. Judd and Elder F. Pieper I 
went to Annheim, the Eden of Holland, where we were met by Elders 
Spencer and Koldewyn who labor there, and Elder Bingham whose field of 
labor is in Groeningen. All these brethren except Elder Koldewyn intend 
accompanying me as far as Mannheim on the Rhine. We visited a few 
families of the Saints and others came up to our hall to see us. 

Annheim is a pretty place. The country here loses the monotonous flat- 
ness which has given the Netherlands (low-lands) its name. Finding that 
no steamers left here on Monday we had more time to remain in the city. 
From a hill near it we had a beautiful view of the River Rhine or rather 
one of its branches, the many boats floating on its surface, and the fine 
country stretching out before us. A thunder shower came up and part of 
it passed over us while we were enjoying the scenery before us, but 
instead of marring our pleasure it rather heightened it by the peculiar cloud- 
effect produced in the Jight and shadow which checkered the landscape. 
In the evening we went to Emmerich where we took a steamer for Cologne. 


My letter is getting lengthy but before closing I wish to say that a good 
work is being done in this Mission; good openings for the preaching of 
the Gospel present themselves in various places; a number of baptisms is 
reported in the different branches, and many more Elders could be profit- 
ably employed. 

Yours in the Gospel, 
Antuon H. Lunp. 


DISCOVERIES IN YUCATAN. 


Highly interesting and important discoveries have been made, according 
to recent reports, in Central America, indicating, if we mistake not, that 
science at last is on the road to solve the mysteries connected with the 
aborigines of this continent. Dr. Augustus Je Plongeon, the emiuent 
archwologist, has devoted twelve years to the study of tiie monuments of 
the ancient race of that country and has at last succeeded in deciphering 
many of the inscriptions found in the ruins. 

According to the account in the July number of the Review of Reviews, 
Dr. Plongeon surmised that the language still spoken by the aborigines of 
Yucatan would bear some resemblance to that of the first inhabitants, and 
acting on this supposition he soon found that by giving to the mysterious 
characters on the ruins the same phonetic value they possess in the 
language of the Quiches, they formed intelligible words and phrases 
Then he discovered that the modern language of the natives was not 
wnaterially different from that of the inscriptions. The archeologist by 
this means obtained a key to the formerly incomprehensible hieroglyphics. 

‘What may be regarded as a still more startling discovery is the fact that 
the hieratic, or sacred, alphabet of the Mayas, on comparison, was found to 
be practically identical with that of the Egyptians, and that the gram- 
matical structure of the two tongues is strikingly similar, many words 
and characters having the same meaning in both. The initial letters of 
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the Maya names for the objects which constitute the Egyptian alphabet 
are the very characters so represented. The conclusion from this is that 
both these people acquired the art of writing from a common source, or one 
of them taught it to the other. 

Dr. Plongeon, we are informed, has succeeded in translating the Troano 
manuscript in the British Museum, a record dealing with geology and 
history. According to this the peninsula of Yucatan was called “ Mayax,” 
which is said to mean the first or primitive land. It comprised the whole 
of Central America. The two chief cities were Uxmal and Chichin-Itza, 
the latter of which was the center of civilization. This place was visited 
by learned men from all parts of the world, and the illustrations in the 
manuscript show travelers with unmistakably Assyrian features. Asa 
further proof of the communication that must have existed between the 
different parts of the globe, is this, that the word “maya” is found in 
Asia, Africa, and Europe, and always meaning “ power” or “ wisdom.” 

The following isanaccount of a terrible cataclysm recorded in the Troano 
manuscript and translated by Dr. Plongeon : 

In the year 6 Kan, on the 11th of Nuluc, in the nonth Zac, there occurred 
terrible earthquakes, which continued without interruption until the 13th 
Chuen. The country of the hills of mud, the land of Mu, was sacriticed |; 
being twice upheaved, it suddenly disappeared during the night, the basin 
being continually shaken by volcanic forces. Being contined, these caused 
the land to sink and to rise several times and in various places. At last 
the surface gave way, and ten countries were torn asunder and scattered. 
Unable to withstand the force of the convulsions, they sank with their 
64,000,000 of inhabitants, 8,060 years before the writing of this book. |. 

It is supposed that this terrible cataclysm is the same as that referred to 
by Plato in his Atlantis, and that the letters of the Greek alphabet are a 
record of the event. 

The story of the creation the Mayas carved over the doorway of the east 
facade of the palace at Chichin-Itza. The beliefs held by the Mayas con- 
cerning the creation, as therein recorded, are identical, it is claimed, with 
the ideas concerning the first origin of things arrived at by the inhabitants 
of India and of Egypt, and are expressed in nearly the same words. This 
identity of ideas expressed in identical language cannot be attributed, it 
is justly argued, to mere coincidence, neither is it conceivable that the 
people of these different countries arrived at the same conclusions indepen 
dently of one another. The idea and its explanation must undoubtedly 
have originated among one people, and by them have been taught to the 
others. | 

Dr. Plongeon overthrows the generally accepted views on this subject 
and agues for the opinions advocated by the believers in the Book of 
Mormon. He contends that the cosmogony originated on this continent 
and was transferred to the eastern hemisphere. He shows that the legends 
connected with the images of several Egyptian deities, when interpreted 
by means of the Maya language, point directly to Mayax as their birth- 
place ; he cites the identity of the Egyptian with the Mayan alphabet, and 
he reminds us that the Egyptians themselves looked upon “ the lands of 
the west” as being the mother-land of their gods and their ancestors, and 
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the fountain head from which they had originally derived their knowledge. 
From these and other premises he deducts the conclusion that the 
Egyptians and other eastern nations acquired their cosmogonical concept- 
ions from Mayax. 

From all this it is evident that the study of the Maya inscriptions has 
thrown a new light upon the traditions of the past, handed down by the 
historians of Egypt, India, Babylonia, and Palestine.— Deseret News. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territoria papers. ) 


The discovery of gold in Morgan County is reported as having caused the usual excite- 
ment incident to such an event. An assay made of a sample of the ore showed $71 to 
the ton. 


The weather in many places during the latter part of July was extremely hot, and was 
felt more perhaps owing to the fact that up to that time the summer had not been so 
warm as is usual at such a season. 


A washout in Logan Canyon on July 23 destroyed the road so as to prevent any 
vehicles from passing over it until repaired. It prevented a number of proposed excur- 
sionists from going up the canyon to celebrate next day. 


What is called the ‘‘ Home University League ” has been started by the Deseret News. 
It advances the idea that education in the higher branches of learning may, under proper 
conditions, be obtained at home. The details of the new movement are not yet announced. 


The question of uniting the irrigation interests along Provo River both in Wasatch 
County and Utah County is being discussed. The object is if possible, to make one 
irrigation district which it is thought would tend to lessen the chances for disagreements 
and perhaps law suits between farmersowning the lands irrigated from the river mentioned. 


A cloud burst at Hunter Precinct, Salt Lake County, on July 28, did considerable dam- 
age. The rain came in torrents and so suddenly that it was a surprise to every one. A 
flash of lightning was seen and the next moment the storm commenced. A large canal 
was burst in two places, and all along where the rain fell it partially filled the canal The 
peculiarity connected with the incident was that the rain fell on a strip only about these: 
fourths of a mile wide, beyond which there was scarcely a drop. 


The Utah Commissioners have decided upon the different forms of oath that voters 
must subscribe before voting at the next general election. There are three separate affir 
mations required—one being a modified form of the Edmunds-Tucker oath, which those- 
must sign who vote for territorial officers; one as a qualification for voting for state officers 
whose term will commence as soon as Utah becomes a state ; and one necessary to entitle 
the person to vote for or against the Constitution. The two last named make no refer- 
ence to the Edmunds-Tucker law. 

A rather novel way of getting up an evening’s entertainment was practiced in Holden, 
Millard County, not long since. There happened to be three visitors in the town, Elder 
Ben Goddard who had recently returned from a mission to Australasia, his wife, and W. 
D. Owen, of Salt Lake City. Some one, without consulting the parties, put up a notice 
that Elder Goddard would deliver a lecture in the evening, on his missionary experiences, 
and that Mrs. Goddard and Elder Owen would be present and entertain the audience 
with songs and recitations. There seemed to be nothing for the visitors to do but fulfil 
the announcement when they found out it had been received as authentic by the people, 
and a crowded house greeted the impromptu entertainers. The lecture, the recitations, 
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and the songs were said to be almost as good as if a month’s time had been given in which 
to prepare them. 

Pioneer day, July 24th, was celebrated in many of the cities and towns of the Territory. 
Numbers of people took advantage of the excursion rates over the different railroads to 
visit the various pleasure resorts. Some of the cities had genuine old-time celebrations, 
the most notable of this class probably being at Holden. At that place a procession was 
formed in which appeared representations of the way in which the early inhabitants of 
Utah crossed the plains. Some had ox teams, others horses, and one drove a team made 
up of one animal of each of those two kinds. There were also several handcarts drawn 
by men and women in costumes similar to those which were common forty years ago. A 
halt was made on the public square and while the *‘ emigrants” were in camp a band of 
men dressed up and painted as Indians made an attack on them and stole two children. 
These could not be recovered although a strong effort was made to do so. Afterwards a 
parley was had and it was agreed to surrender the children for some ‘* ponies,” and peace 
was agreed upon. The scene was 80 realistic that a person not acquainted with the facts 
might have mistaken it for a genuine Indian battle. The young members of the community 
had a most interesting object lesson to illustrate the difficulties that had to be encountered 
to make the present Utah possible, and give them a good idea of the contrast between 
what was experienced in early times, and what is enjoyed now. Other places besides had 
gatherings of different kinds and the inhabitants were given the opportunity of enjoying 
themselves. In some of the larger cities the wards celebrated separately. Numbers of 
business men thought their greatest pleasure would be to spend a day at home with their 
families, and this they did accordingly. Though not entirely so, the day was almost free 
from accidents, so far as reported. 

Presidents Woodruff, Cannon, and Smith returned home from their extended trip begun 
in June for the object of rest, pleasure, and the benefit of President Woodruff’s health. 
The route taken was not laid out before starting, except as far as Portland, Oregon. 
From there the party proceeded to Pacoma, Washington, and at that place took a vessel 
bound for Victoria, Vancouver Island. President Woodruff had for a long time desired 
to visit Alaska, and when leaving home had heard of the beneficial effect received by a 
gentleman who had been there for his health. While at Victoria the question again came 
up, and although the regular steamer had just left, the manager of the steamship company 
made a very favorable »ffer to take the party on another vessel. Twelve days were spent 
in visiting on Vancouver Island, and the voyage to Alaska was then commenced. This 
lasted in all fourteen days going and returning, and no place of interest was left unvisited. 
One of the most impressive and wonderful sights was the Muir Glacier, in front of which 
the vessel was moored. This sea of ice is two bundred and fifty feet above, and extends 
seven hundred and fifty feet below, the water at its point which is two miles across. ‘Ihe 
glacier extends into the country a hundred and fifty miles. Several large pieces were 
seen to break off and float away as icebergs. The noise which was caused by the breaking 
was similar to what the discharge of a number of cannon would produce. The 
younger and more venturesome of the party made a partial exploration of the 
huge ice-mountain. In visiting another large glacier the company had a real 
experience in arctic sailing, as the ship had to find its way between the numerous 
icebergs encountered. The captain of the vessel went out of the usual course a distance 
125 miles, for the purpose of visiting a spot said to be among the most beautiful to be 
found anywhere. Among other things is a waterfall four hundred feet high. In another 
place the ship was taken alongside a perpendicular cliff, fifteen hundred feet high, and 
the water was about the same distance in depth. A great many whales and other in- 
habitants of the northern seas were seen at different places. The scenery in many 
localities was indescribable, and of course the enjoyment was very great. President 
Woodruff’s health was greatly improved, and all the members of the party returned 
delighted with their pleasant experiences. They were without news from home for over 
three weeks, and therefore were almost free from care, which greatly added to their 
enjoyment, 
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